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Central African Republic  

Situation Update  

 BANGUI: On 27 January, the formation of a new 

Transitional Cabinet was announced. Clashes in the 

capital have been concentrated in Miskine, the 8th 

and 5th districts. There have been attacks on two 

Ministers’ homes. Looting is on the rise. A disarma-

ment operation is underway  in some areas.  

 PROVINCES: The past days have seen clashes in Bo-

da, Yaloke, Bozoum, and Bouar. On 30 January, ex-

Seleka took over the town of Sibut, causing popula-

tions to flee; following heavy MISCA/French interven-

tion, on 1 February ex-Seleka relinquished control of 

the town— militias are reportedly moving north, to-

wards Kaga-Bandoro.  On 3 February, INGO office in 

Batangafo was attacked by ex-Seleka.  

 There are currently 4,000 MISCA troops, 1,600 

French forces, and the EU announced last week an 

additional 500 soldiers. The UN Secretariat  has esti-

mated that 10,000 soldiers could be required.    

 On 1 February heavy rains in the capital caused 

flooding in several IDP sites. Shelter, water and sani-

tation remain primary concerns.   

WFP Emergency Response  

 In January, WFP reached nearly 90 percent of 

the planning figure (plan: 315,000 displaced 

and severely affected persons to be assisted 

through general food support). Importantly, 

the tonnage distributed represents less than 38 

percent of the plan, as WFP was required to re-

duce rations due to severe pipeline breaks re-

sulting from the pile up of trucks at the border.    

 Airport: In January, 412 mt of food were distributed 

to 62,665 persons displaced at the airport site. Activ-

ities are ongoing this month; as of 4 February 8,250 

persons have received food assistance.   

[See Page 2 Insert on “How WFP plans to scale-up”] 

 In January WFP provided food to 2,762 patients in 

MSF assisted hospitals; 85 percent of patients are 

located in Nana-Gribizi and Bamingui-Bangoran prov-

inces north and northeast (under “Bangui” in table).  

 Last week, assistance continued in Bouar for popula-

tions displaced in the town. Distributions to some 

sites in Bossangoa were hampered; WFP met with 

local community leaders and partners and aims to 

resume assistance in the coming days as possible.  

 Security improvements are crucial to enable access 

to beneficiaries beyond the capital and main towns.  

Funding Shortfalls/Needs  
Emergency Operation USD 93 million  

Food Security Cluster USD 1 million  

ETC and Logistics Clusters USD 3 million  

UNHAS USD 7 million  

Augmentation of staff and security USD 

5.3 million  

 December* January  February 

Location Beneficiaries mt Beneficiaries mt Beneficiaries mt 

Bangui 190,999 898 228,887 1,366 8,250 52 

Bossangoa 32,270 466 7,786 72   

Bouar 33,936 329 44,000 320   

Total 257,205 1,693 280,673 1,757 8,250 52 

WFP/Alexis Masciarelli 

*Revised figures consider verification of partner reports.  

 Latest clashes + WFP offices and food distributions  



Staff  

 An additional senior field security officer arrived.   

Logistics  

 Following WFP’s successful mission to the border 

last week, after which 60 commercial trucks 

(including 10 carrying WFP food) were escorted 

safely to Bangui with MISCA escort, a second 

escort is underway. As agreed earlier during the 

WFP mission to the border, on February 2 MIS-

CA safely escorted truck drivers back from Ban-

gui to the border. On its return to the capital, it 

is hoped that more of the trucks piled up at the 

border will travel with the escort to Bangui. The 

WFP food on these trucks (large part cereals), is 

vital for WFP operations  in February.              

 But, insecurity along the road, and limited fre-

quency of escorts will continue to challenge 

WFP’s ability to transport sufficient food in time 

to meet needs and to pre-position (assuming 

donor resources are secured). WFP continues to 

advance on the preparation of an airlift to guar-

antee smooth and rapid movement of some 

1,800 mt of food per month from Douala.  

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 

 Assessment missions to Kaga-Bandoro, Bossan-

goa, and Bambari were undertaken last week, 

with UNDSS (and support from UNICEF), using 

UNHAS services. Missions assessed readiness of 

locations for deployment of radio rooms.   

Food Security Cluster 

 WFP and FAO are finalizing a Joint Concept Note 

for increased harmonization of interventions.  
 The Cluster is elaborating an Action Plan for 

2014, drawing from the Strategic Response Plan 

and identifies synergies across activities/actors.   

Resourcing/Pipeline 
Germany and Slovenia confirmed contributions to 

WFP’s emergency operation totalling USD 1.4 mil-

lion. The response is now funded at 13 percent.    

The pipeline situation is dire. After March 

2014, the agency is no longer in a position to 

respond to the needs identified in the Emer-

gency Operation and Strategic Response Plan.  

Priority commodities for general food distribution 

are cereals (the bulk of the food basket and caloric 

requirements), and securing sufficient PlumpySup 

will be critical to mitigate  any break in micronutri-

ent support to children under 5 years of age.  

It is not only the amount of funding, but 

the timing of contributions that is critical.  

 Pre-positioning: The rainy season begins in 

April, and will aggravate already poor road con-

ditions; between May and November, movement 

beyond the capital or main towns becomes ex-

tremely reduced. This period coincides with the 

peak of the lean season, when the impact of the 

current crisis on food security and nutrition will 

be most exacerbated, and access to food further 

strained by food prices spikes. Nutrition consid-

erations are particularly important during this 

period or rain and hunger. Without immediate 

funds, WFP will not be in a position to pro-

cure, transport, and pre-position food—all 

necessary steps required by March.  

 Airlifts: Given the obstacles to reliable road 

transport, WFP is preparing an airlift for the 

movement of food between Douala (closest 

port, and a WFP Forward Purchase Facility hub) 

and Bangui. The air operation is vital, but will 

aggravate already severe funding shortfalls.  

 Growing needs in the provinces: Resource 

shortfalls mean WFP is not in a position to meet 

the growing needs resulting from continued in-

security in the north, north-west and centre/

east of the country.  

 

www.wfp.org/countries/central-african-republic  
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Contacts   

Denise Brown, Emergency Coordinator  

Carlos Veloso, Deputy Emergency Coordinator  

Logistics Cluster: Jean Emile Canu  

Food Security Cluster: Eric Michel-Sellier  

ETC : Ivan Thomas  

For media inquiries:  

Alexis.masciarelli@wfp.org  

WFPCAR.crisis@wfp.org 

  

How WFP plans to scale up 

WFP is finalizing an Operations Plan for the scale

-up of the programmatic and logistics response. 
The plan considers priorities and risks in the short, 
medium, and long-term; to this end, a Risk Profile 
and Management Matrix has now been finalized.  

The “scale-up” plans for the expansion of geograph-
ic coverage beyond the current sites (Bangui, 
Bouar, Bossangoa), to rural areas in the north and 
northwest, and then centre and east—considering 
food insecurity, projected nutrition situation, scale 

and impact of violence, and sites of displacement. 
Pre-positioning ahead of rains will be critical.  

The “scale-up” also refers to the enhancement of 
activities. In the immediate term, WFP is elaborat-

ing the roll-out of the integrated food security and 
nutrition response, integrating malnutrition preven-
tion into general food distributions. As outlined in 
the Operations Plan and newly finalized Nutrition 
Strategy, the response will be progressively re-
fined through screening, registration, strengthened 
community-level sensitization, and treatment pro-

grammes as the situation allows.          


